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A diocese in waiting… 

As we wait for a new bishop to be 
appointed to our diocese, we are 
urged to pray for “a shepherd 
who will walk in your ways, and 

whose watchful care will bring us 
your blessing”. We are also asked 
to pray for the Holy Spirit to 
guide those involved in this 
process, for Archbishop Mark 
and for the people of the 
dioceses. The full prayer on the 
diocesan website is on this link. 

Laudato Si in Penzance: 
community environment project  

The Holy Family parish in 
Penzance is setting us a great 
example by taking the initiative 
to create a new community 
garden in the heart of Penzance. 
They have been awarded £14000 
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Music & Stalls: Victoria Park  
Saturday 23 July, 2-6pm 
The Truro Refugee Support 
Group have 
organised a fun 
family event in the 
park, with live 
music, stalls and 
food available.

The event is to raise 
awareness and support for our 
bid to sponsor a refugee 
family here in Truro.

Take advantage of the lovely 
weather to enjoy the music, 
food, stalls and conversation!

What a Surprise! 
Ginny Young celebrated a significant birthday in style 
last week, with a huge turnout by family, fellow 
parishioners, local village friends and hospital 
colleagues at a surprise party master-minded by her 
sons and daughter.  The large number of parishioners 
was a good reminder of how being church is being a 
family 

As you can see, it really was a surprise to Ginny, who 
was stunned when she walked into a hushed and 
waiting crowd in the hall!

entrance by a 
shocked Ginny

image from Plymouth Diocese website

site of garden project (image from 
Plymouth Diocese website)
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in funding from The National 
Lottery and the National Garden 
Scheme for this exciting project. 
Well done Penzance! 

More info here 

Saint Bernadette: 
Relic Tour of Britain 

The relics will be on tour around 
Britain later this year. and will 
be at Plymouth Cathedral for 24 
hours on 9-10 September. 
Readers need to register using 

this link which provides full list 
of the tour dates and locations, 
but is not yet taking 
registrations. Watch this space. 

Green Abbey 

There has never been a more 
important time to care for the 
planet. The Green Abbey 
initiative at Sclerder Abbey starts 
with sustainability in mind and 
provides an opportunity to 
discover permaculture, in 
practice and theory, in the 

prayerful atmosphere of the 
Abbey.  Everyone is welcome to 
join in this ecological adventure 
in some way. It is made up of 4 
pillars reflecting the four 
dimensions of monastic life: 
work, prayer, community and 
formation. See the PORTICO 
website for more details.
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is an independent publication. It 
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ecclesial policies. All 
Information and views given are 
those of its contributors only.

Write to us at 
theportico@icloud.com


SEND US YOUR NEWS, 
EVENTS, PRAYERS

SVP Truro Group 
For a friend in need   

Contact us on 
07474-941099.


Diocesan website update 
Visitors to the Plymouth 
diocesan website will have 
noticed some welcome 
changes recently.

The old site had a home page 
that puzzlingly invited visitors 
to choose between “Love 
God” or “Love your neighbour”  
as if these are binary 
opposites, and forced all 
content into the dark found 
only by delving into recesses 
of an obscurely organised site, 
navigated via an  eccentric and 
clumsy menu.

The site now seems more 
dynamic and welcoming with a 
clearer and more intuitive 
menu. There is still plenty of 
room for development, but this 
is a good start! (from P)

image from the CBCEW website

Across the Channel:  
French Synod National Synthesis 

Readers may be interested to compare how Catholics in France have 
responded to the issues on Synodality.  

The French National Synthesis expresses how much people enjoyed 
meeting together, but acknowledges the difficulty and failure to engage 
the marginalised and the young. Acknowledging too the fear of change 
on the part of some laypeople and many priests, it summarises 3 key 
findings from the dioceses: 

First is the widespread conviction that sharing and meditation on the 
scriptures needs to play a more important part in strengthening both 
personal and community life 

Second is the need for the church to give credible signs of God’s 
goodness and the dignity of all the baptised, especially in its ministries, 
governance and liturgies.  

The third key finding is the widely shared hope that the church must 
be a better example to the world of living as brothers and sisters in 
Christ. It should be more open and welcoming, less judgmental; it 
must nurture a culture listening and dialogue to deepen relationships, 
between Catholics and with other faiths.  

“We dream of a Church … that is ready to move with changes in our 
society, freed from some of the burdens in the way it works, 
advancing resolutely towards unity, where people can speak freely, 
always attentive to the little ones and those who have been cast 
aside" 

Full report is here 
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