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Truro’s Big Sing! the first carol service

Messages
Sister Edith Brash, RIP
Sr Edith died peacefully in the
Order’s house in Southport on
29th November. Many readers
will have fond memories of Sr
Edith who, with Sister Kathleen
served in our parish with care and
dedication for many years. Please
pray for her and those who knew
her and lived with her at the last.
May she rest in peace.

Cornwall Junior Choir with the Methodist Chapel Choir in the background, at this year’s Big Sing

Last Friday, the popular traditional “Truro Big Christmas Sing” was the
very first carol service of the year in Truro Cathedral.
Turnout was significantly less than organisers Christian Aid had hoped,
with Covid and inclement weather conspiring against it. Nevertheless,
all the families enthusiastically joined in the communal carol singing,
and Bishop Hugh (Anglican, St Germans) delivered an inspiring homily
in which we were asked to reflect on what the message of Christmas
means to relationships between rich and poor, between us and our
world.

First Holy Communion Grou
The children in our First Holy
Communion group (16 children!)
decorated these Advent candles last week.
They used sheets of coloured wax (wax
appliqué) to cut out 4 Advent symbols
and fix them onto the candle. The
children are placing an Advent prayer
card in front of the candle and will say the Advent Prayer every day
(and at the same time light the candle).

He Sent Them Ou
A personal re ection on a recent
Gospel reading, on the Portico
website here
Synod: Parish Listening event
Tuesday evenings at 7pm, on
Zoom, contact Church O ce for
joining instructions; or
Wednesday mornings at 11 am
in the parish hall at Truro, after
Mass.
Debbie Stovell Exhibition:
“The Creator’s Creation”
till 10 December, in Portreath
Details HERE
Monday Evening Prayer:
via ZOOM on Mondays at 6pm.

Cornwall Christmas Boxes from Our Lady of the Portal
Parishioners have put together £300 to make up
Christmas Boxes, each containing Christmas
Dinner for a family of four! Grateful thanks to Tony
Barber for actually getting and collating the contents, and putting the
boxes together. Readers have also left a further 2 full Christmas Boxes
with us, in addition to any that people may have sent directly to the
Appeal. There is still time to make up a box yourself (see advert) and
call us if you want to drop one off or have it collected.
WWW.THE-PORTICO.COM
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Contact Deacon Andrew Shute
for joining instructions.

SVP Truro Group
For a friend in need
Call us on 07474-941099
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Synod Watch
• Parish Listening: Truro’s first ‘parish listening’ events in a synodal
process triggered by the Pope, were held last week by Zoom (Tuesday)
and physically (Wednesday). About two dozen parishioners from both
Truro and St Mawes parishes participated in perhaps the first parish
forum held in Truro in several years. We await feedback from
facilitators Pat McGovern and Jean Anderson, who are tasked with
summarising outcomes. All readers are encouraged to attend the
remaining 3 weeks! (see sidebar or Church bulletin for details)
• The Synod: a Short Summary is an overview by The PORTICO of the
Vatican’s Preparatory Document, which readers can find here.
• Resources: Because not all will be able or want to attend parishorganised events, the Diocese welcomes use of parish resources
individually or with others at times to suit; Parish resources are here.

TRURO CHORAL
SOCIETY
with choirs from Truro School & Truro High School

& TRURO SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
Conductor: Martin Palmer
Orchestra leader: Philip Montgomery-Smith

G. F. Handel

MESSIAH
Katherine Gregory
Louise Mott alto
Joe Deery tenor
Charlie Murray

soprano

bass

TRURO CATHEDRAL
Saturday 11 December 2021
7.30 pm

Tickets £20, under 19 free (but please book a free ticket)
from Minack Theatre Box Office 01736 810181
https://www.minack.com/truro-choral-society

find us on Facebook & Twitter

www.trurochoralsociety.co.uk
Registered charity no 281902

with kind permission of the Chapter

Truro Men’s Buckfast Retreat

Epiphany House Carol Service

Tuesday 14th December 2pm.
A simple service lasting about
45 minutes to which you are
welcome.

Some retreatants with Fr Abbot David and Bro Prior Daniel (with yours truly taking the photo!)

The annual Truro Men’s Retreat at Buckfast Abbey was finally held last
weekend at the start of Advent. Although in its twelfth year, the 2020
Retreat was cancelled due to the coronavirus pandemic, and was only
able to take place this year for a limited number, thanks to some late
organisation and the tolerance of our Guestmaster, Bro Prior Daniel who
kindly accommodated us at short notice.
The Truro Men’s Retreats are notable and privileged for the way we
mark the ‘hours’ in traditional prayer with the monks, who also share
with us their meals and their monastery and access to their private
cloistered areas.
Arriving in cold dark and wet and windy conditions, retreatants went
straight into Vespers with the monks. It is a tribute to both the spiritual
richness of the experience and the warm hospitality of the monks that
the unanimous first reaction of retreatants was “it feels like coming
home!”
For the latest news, features, all back issues and supplements and a
Synod resources page, visit www.the-portico.com
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Our communal boxes have
already been put together, but
you can still make one up
yourself. Shopping List and
drop-o points are on the
website here.
We can collect / deliver, contact
us at theportico@icloud.com or
the SVP on 07474-941099
SEND US YOUR
NEWS AND ARTICLES!
THE PORTICO is an independent
publication. It does not represent any
o cial RC Parish policies. All
Information and views given are
those of its contributors only.
Write to us at theportico@icloud.com
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