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Cornwall Christmas Box 

The Cornwall Christmas Box 
scheme will be running again this 
year. 

If you’d like to take part, please 
use the shopping list on the 
website to start buying the items 
needed to provide a family of 4 - 6 
with food for Christmas Day. 

Shopping List and drop-off points  
are on the website  here. 

If you cannot make up a box on 
your own, you can contribute to a 
communal box from our parish by 

contacting The Portico in the first 
instance. 

If you are making up your own box 
but need to have it collected, you 
can also contact The Portico. 

Who knew! 

The i newspaper has named the 
FARMERS MARKETS in Truro 
and Falmouth as among the best 
20 in the UK. 
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THE PORTICO

Keep in Touch 
Join our mailing list.   
Send greetings, news etc. 
WRITE to us at: 
theportico@icloud.com

Our family in Christ 
helping each other 

07474-941099

Truro Foodbank needs: 
pasta, tinned meat & 
potatoes, coffee and 
toothpaste.

Community Fridge 
Free and open to everyone on 
Wednesdays at Cafe Chaos, 
Harrison House 
Threemilestone Industrial 
Estate.

 SVP  
Truro Group

Diocesan Synod Briefing 
A Diocesan online briefing event was held on 20 October, at which our 
Diocesan synod co-ordinators Fr John Deeny and Deborah Fisher 
described the Synod as, not a search for immediate solutions to 
immediate problems, but a great adventure to reflect on how we must 
move forward in the future, and to dream how we want the Church to 
be. It is a world-wide effort 
at renewal of the church, 
involving significant and 
continuing changes.  

Plans to supply supporting 
materials to parishes 
during November were 
briefly outlined, but more 
details will be published 
on the diocesan website. 
The main work will take place by and in parishes, and the diocesan 
team called for our support everywhere to help ensure that as many 
people as possible participate in this synod.

Messages 
Please pray for Andy whose 
sister-in-law, Cathy, died 
peacefully surrounded by 
family recently. RIP Cathy.


Please pray for ambulance 
drivers in the County and all 
staff and patients at Treliske.


Looking inward & 
outward 
“One way of seeing 
synodality as an ongoing 
process could be considering 
the parish, or even diocese 
having both inward and 
outward facing dimensions.


 One facet is for our own 
sanctification.  It involves the 
liturgies, sacraments, witness 
to each other, prayer, study 
accompanying our own sick 
and housebound, etc.


Then if we are not to be just a 
church club, we should be 
outward facing.  So we need 
ecumenical cooperation in 
prayer and works, 
cooperation with secular 
organisations which 
(unknowingly) cooperate with 
the Spirit, public witness, and 
accompanying the needy of 
any or no religion.” (F)


https://cornwallchristmasbox.co.uk
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Cornish Christmas Giving 
2021 Catalogue 

The catalogue for Christmas 21 
features 20 Cornish charities to 
donate to, with details of what 
your donation is used for. In 
return you receive a gift certificate 
to pass on to family or friends.  

Copies are now in the church 
porch, and also online on the 
Cornwall Independent Poverty 
Forum website here: Catalogue  

Truro Men’s Retreat is 
back at Buckfast! 

Buckfast Abbey has re-opened its 
doors for the Truro Men’s Retreat 
to take place later this year. The 
monks have graciously welcomed 
this retreat for ten years, last year 
being the gap in the otherwise 
unbroken series. Hosted in the 
monastery itself, the retreat will be 
restricted to smaller numbers and 
there will no doubt be other 
changes brought on by 
circumstances, but it is 
nevertheless another hopeful sign 
of adaptation and return to 
normality. 

Walsingham Pilgrimage 

Ginny and Barbara from Truro 
parish have recently come back 
from a Pilgrimage to Walsingham. 
The group of twenty pilgrims from 
Cornwall were led by Fr Philip 
Dyson, and Fr David Annear. 

They travelled by coach to this 
ancient site in North Norfolk to 
spend a prayer filled week. 

Churches Together:         
Eve of COP26 Service 
31 October at 6pm  

Join this online ecumenical service 
of reflection, lament and hope as 
we pray for the delegates and 
outcomes of the UN Climate 
Change Conference (COP26) in 
Glasgow.  

Everyone welcome. 

Link is here: CTC webpage 

Evening Prayer: Mondays 
Deacon Andrew’s Evening Prayer 
meetings have come to the end for 
now with the group taking time to 
review its future. We send our best 
wishes hoping that such prayer 
initiatives will continue into our 
‘new’ normality. 
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People before 
systems 
“With our synodal journey in 
mind: last Sunday’s Gospel 
where Jesus heals the 
woman on the Sabbath, 
stresses the importance of 
loving people before systems.


William Barclay said:


'One of the great problems 
of the developed civilisation 
is the relationship of the 
individual to the system. If 
ever Christian principles are 
banished from political and 
economic life there is 
nothing left to keep at bay 
the totalitarian state where 
the individual is lost in the 
system, and exists, not for 
his own sake, but only for 
the sake of the system. 

Strangely enough, this 
worship of systems 
commonly invades the 
Church.  There are many 
Church people - it would be 
a mistake to call them 
Christian people - who are 
more concerned with the 
method of church 
government  than they are 
with the worship of God and 
the service of men'....In the 
world and in the church we 
are constantly in peril of 
loving systems  more than 
we love God and more than 
we love men.’ “  


(from Genevieve)

Men’s Retreat participants in 2019 with Prior 
Daniel 

Ginny and Barbara at Walsingham

Visit www.the-portico.com for 
news, back issues, supplements 
and resources on the Synod.

mailto:THEPORTICO@ICLOUD.COM
http://www.the-portico.com
https://cornwallindependentpovertyforum.com/cornish-christmas-giving-catalogue-2021/
https://www.ctcinfohub.org/events/eve-of-cop26-service-31-oct-online/
http://www.the-portico.com
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A Precious Place, revisited  

At last week’s Synod briefing the 
Vicar General Fr John Deeny 
echoed Bishop Mark’s pastoral 
message that A Precious Place 
continues to be “a key point of 
reference” for us.  

Fr John spoke of A Precious Place 
as an ongoing journey, and 
explained that the synodal process 
dovetails with the Diocesan 
initiative, each feeding into the 
other - one local and the other 
universal. 

Several in the audience appeared 
not to know of or had forgotten 
about PP, probably because the 
pandemic severely cut short or 
prevented activity. We perhaps 
need to re-energise A Precious 
Place locally, if we are to continue 
fruitfully down this path. 

A Precious Place, our special 
edition, and our short summary 
(Supplement) can be downloaded 
here from THE PORTICO website  

Back to a new normal? 

The Catenians (Duchy of 
Cornwall) finally had their first 
physical meeting in Truro since 
the first lockdown so long ago - 
but are embracing change by 
experimenting with a hybrid 
format to enable a simultaneous  

virtual/ physical attendance - 
watch this space! 

If anyone is interested to find out 
more, contact Mike Grindley via 
The Portico
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THE PORTICO is an independent 
publication. It does not represent any 
official RC Parish policies. All 
Information and views given are 
those of its contributors only.

Write to us at theportico@icloud.com

A Decisive Time for the Church 
from Tony Barber 

Pope Francis has set us on a two year synodal journey, culminating 
in the final Bishops’ synod in October 2023.  Before then we, the 
whole church including the laity, are invited to participate in that 
journey. Bishop Mark in his inaugural address in the Cathedral on 
17th October was careful to point out that this synod was primarily an 
opportunity for us to listen to each other. At a local church level this 
part of the journey is expected to finish by April 2022, so there is an 
urgency to move quickly.  The process of listening and discernment 
in our parish has already started; there have been three lay 
facilitators appointed in our parish (we hear unofficially that they 
are Patrick McGovern, Jean Anderson and Richard Fish) who are 
tasked to convey our views to the Bishop; how they intend to do this 
we shall doubtless learn from them in due course.   

I was pleased to learn that the facilitators will have a free hand and 
no topic will be barred from discussion. There will be no filtering of 
our views and individuals or groups will be free to make their own 
submissions. This is a unique opportunity to take part in the synod 
journey. I pray we can seize that opportunity with enthusiasm. To 
assist us the Vatican have published an Official Handbook for 
Listening and Discernment in Local Churches (www.synod.va/en/
documents/vademecum.html).  

Well worth a study.

1 
 

Diocese of Plymouth 

 

“A Precious Place of God’s Grace” 
 

Looking to 2025 in terms of parish structures,  
availability of priests, provision of sacramental life and the resources needed to 

meet the evangelising mission of the Church in the Diocese of Plymouth. 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Bishop Mark and the Bishop’s Council 
 1 November 2020 Autumn skies over Truro and the Cathedral, this week.

A Poem 
By the grace of God 
Dance in the sunlight 
Grow in the shadows 
Smell creations perfume 
Taste the fruit of the vine 
See the wildness 
Hear the stillness 
Feel the wind 
Touch the holy presence and 
know that He is in it all 
Amen  
(from Celtic Spirituality)
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