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Living Laudato Si  
Boarbank Hall, Cumbria, and the 
Ecological Conversion Group are 
hosting an online retreat “Living 
Laudato Si” on 15-18 October led 
by the inspirational Sister 
Margaret Atkins a Canoness of St 
Augustine.  Bishop Mark O’Toole 
will be concluding this retreat 

which parishioners from Plymouth 
Diocese are particularly welcome 
to join. There are still 
opportunities to sign up for a 
super online retreat this coming 
weekend. 

You can find more details and 
application here on the Plymouth 
Diocesan website. 

Getting on-line? 

The Truro SVP group has been 
trialling and developing ways in 
which online services can be easily 
made available to those without 
any prior experience of computers, 
and/or without internet access. 

This includes, for instance, 
someone being able to just pick up 
a tablet and connect to their 
favourite church or mass by 
pressing one button. 

If you know anyone who might be 
interested , contact the Truro SVP 
group at 
secretaryb160304@svp.org.uk 
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Keep in Touch 
Join our mailing list.   
Send greetings, news etc. 
WRITE to us at: 
theportico@icloud.com

Our family in Christ 
helping each other 

07474-941099

Truro Foodbank needs: 
pasta, tinned meat & 
potatoes, coffee and 
toothpaste.

Community Fridge 
Free and open to everyone on 
Wednesdays at Cafe Chaos, 
Harrison House 
Threemilestone Industrial 
Estate.

 SVP  
Truro Group

Bishop Mark sends pastoral message 
for launch of the “Synodal Process”

Messages 
Thanks to those who got in 
touch to say they would like 
to be involved in 
the Wildflower 
garden project 
at church - more 
offers still 
welcome! - 
hoping to make 
a start next 
week!


We are grateful for the many 
“thank-you’s” received for 
Portico 51 - “excellent”, “very 
helpful”, “Great issue”, ‘“just 
what we need”

Bishop Mark sent a message to all in Plymouth Diocese this weekend, 
as Pope Francis officially launches the Synod “For a Synodal Church” 
which will culminate in a synod of Bishops in Rome in 2023. 

The so-called ‘listening phase’ in each parish, the aim of which is “to 
foster as broad consultation as possible” and for everyone to have an 
opportunity to be heard, is planned for Advent - to commence on 29 
November and continue during the run-up to Christmas, culminating 
in  a diocesan pre-synodal meeting early in 2022.  

Perhaps anticipating criticism of the shortness and timing of this 
‘listening’ Bishop Mark says he recognises that the timescales seem 
tight, but that “I encourage you to fully engage with this important 
process in the life of the Church, locally and universally, so that we can 
all be more effective missionary disciples.”  

Read Full Text or Watch video

mailto:THEPORTICO@ICLOUD.COM
http://www.the-portico.com
https://www.plymouth-diocese.org.uk/yourparishandyourplanet/
mailto:secretaryb160304@svp.org.uk
https://youtu.be/FYsjauJ6Z5o
mailto:theportico@me.com
https://www.plymouth-diocese.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/DOC051021-05102021154501.pdf
https://youtu.be/FYsjauJ6Z5o
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In Australia meanwhile… 
after a 10 month long listening 
process which captured the voices 
of more than 220,000 Australians, 
Archbishop Timothy Costelloe has 
opened a Plenary Council of 278 
bishops, priests, deacons, religious 
orders and lay people. 

Seventeen and a half thousand 
responses were received by the 
Council on the central question 
facing the Church -  “What do you 
think God is asking of us in 
Australia at this time.” 

Not a bad question to be asking in 
every country. 

Church Garden in the 
making… 

Last Wednesday, a small group of 
volunteers met for a first 

assessment of the work that needs 
to be done to turn the garden in 
the church car park into a wildlife 
haven. 

We now have quite a stock of 
wildflower seed (thank you Sam & 
everyone) but if you would like to 
donate some plants or bulbs - or 
volunteer to help, please email me 
at: jenny.kwee@me.com 

Loos for Kisumum School 

Camborne Redruth parish recently 
raised an impressively generous 
£1000 from collections and 
individual donations for St 
Benedict Parish School in Kisumu 
Kenya.  The Parish Priest is Fr 
Charles Muwanga who is the great 
nephew of Mary McWilliams (our 
Maggie’s Mum). Mary’s husband 
Francis worked near Kisumu in 
the 1960s.) So far the school has 
been able to build new toilets, and 
further work is anticipated. Mary 
has received photos and thanks 
from the children like the drawing 
above.
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THE PORTICO is an independent 
publication. It does not represent any 
official RC Parish policies. All 
Information and views given are 
those of its contributors only.

Write to us at theportico@icloud.com

Live Simply, Sustainably, and in Solidarity with the Poor 

On 1st October a one day conference was held in Torquay (sponsored 
by CAFOD and Caritas) The purpose was to revive awareness and 
implementation of the livesimply initiative in our schools and 
parishes. The event brought together some great speakers including 
Marie-Elena Arana (Live Simply Award Co-ordinator);  Fr Jonathan 
Stewart (Church of the Blessed Sacrament, Exeter) whom many will 
remember from his Truro days; Rt Rev. Dom David Charlesworth,
(Abbot of Buckfast); and Nicola Slack (Head of St Mary’s Catholic 
Primary School in Buckfast). 

We were shown how livesimply can be a practical and systematic 
way for the parish as a community to embody & implement the 
principles of Laudato Si (and Fratelli Tutti), and can enable us to truly 
become Guardians of Creation. The examples of how parishes and 
schools as well as Buckfast Abbey have met the Live Simply challenge 
is truly inspirational. If you would like to see Nicola Slack and Fr 
Jonathan’s presentations, you can find them on the Portico website 
Here and Here 

After being in abeyance for 5 years now, three simple and clear steps 
are all it takes for us to get up and running again, but Fr Jonathan 
reflected on the importance of vision and leadership to the success of 
their parish efforts. He also  emphasised the need to sustain parish 
initiatives  in the longer term - that gaining the livesimply parish 
award is recognition of a start, not an end, to living simply as a parish.

mailto:theportico@me.com
mailto:THEPORTICO@ICLOUD.COM
http://www.the-portico.com
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