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The Synod: coming to a 
church near you? 
Pope Francis this week  pressed 
the fast-forward button on 
synodality in the Church, by 
dramatically shaking up the 
process for the next Synod of 
Bishops – on the subject of 
synodality itself. 
This was originally scheduled as a 
three-week gathering of bishops in 
Rome in October next year. But 
Pope Francis has decreed that 

from October this year, for the first 
time, in every diocese around the 
world, bishop, priests and 
ordinary people must start a 
process of dialogue and 
consultation culminating in an 
international synod in Rome now 
planned in October 2023. 
Pope Francis has consistently 
taught that "to walk together is the 
constitutive way of the Church; … 
the condition for following the 
Lord Jesus and being servants of 

life in this wounded time.” This 
new development is the latest in a 
series of steps by the Pope, but the 
most significant to date: “This 
marks a watershed in the Pope’s 
search for a more synodal Church, 
in which people, priests and 
bishops “walk together” in 
mission.” says the Tablet. 
There is little doubt of the 
importance of this for the future of 
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Keep in Touch 
Join our mailing list.   
Send greetings, news etc. 
WRITE to us at: 
theportico@icloud.com

Messages 
Can you include prayers next 
month for Kathryn and Patrick 
who are getting married on 3rd 
June. Fingers crossed it can 
finally go ahead (from Gill)


Thanks to Maggie, Hywel, Eve 
and Iestyn for making hands for 
our Wave of Hope banner!


I thought I’d already read 
Portico 40. An unusual feeling 
of familiarity crept in. It was 
pretty amusing nevertheless! 
Sam


Note: a number of readers 
reported a sense of “deja-vu” 
on opening the wrong copy of 
Portico 41. Our apologies, but 
at least it shows you are still 
reading the Newsletter! 

I was so grateful to be with 
friends again this week whom 
I’ve not visited for 15 months. 
Such a blessing! J


A Wave of Hope, from Truro! 

A “Wave of Hope” banner will go up at Our Lady of the Portal church 
from Tuesday 1st June onwards, visible from the street below and the 
Trafalgar roundabout. It will include hands made by parishioners, in a 
big wave of our hope for a healthier, fairer and greener world. Thank you 
to Fr John for permission to put this up. 
It forms part of a Cornwall-wide initiative to send a message to the G7 
Conference delegates, advocating for people on the margins and living in 
poverty. The Conference will be meeting in Carbis Bay from 11th to 13th 
June, where they will also see a display of waving hands representing 
churches and faith organisations from all over Cornwall, including ours. 
If you haven’t sent a hand but want to actively join in this initiative 
exercising “the prophetic voice of the church in support of stewardship 
and appropriate environmental action”, please let us know on 
theportico@icloud.com and give us your “hand” by Monday evening (so 
better get drawing!)

Our family in Christ 
helping each other 

07474-941099

Truro Foodbank needs: 
pasta sauce, coffee, 
biscuits, washing powder

Community Fridge 
Free and open to everyone on 
Wednesdays at Cafe Chaos, 
Harrison House Threemilestone 
Industrial Estate.

  Truro Group

A mock-up of the banner going up this week.
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our church, with the Pope 
declaring: “The lived and enduring 
experience of synodality is, for the 
People of God, a source of the joy 
promised by Jesus, a catalyst of 
new life, the springboard for a new 
phase of missionary commitment.” 
We look forward with interest to 
how this process will play out in 
our diocese. 

World Environment Day 
5 June: Prayer in the Park 
Readers are invited to join in an 
ecumenical day of prayer in local 
green spaces on World 
Environment Day on 5 June, a few 
days before the G7 leaders meet 
here in Cornwall. Here is a prayer 
resource to use on that day from 
Tearfund 
6 June: CTC Environment Service 
Churches Together in Cornwall 
will be hosting thislive on-line at 
6pm. via zoom or on Facebook, or 
catch up later on Facebook and 
YouTube.  Links can be found on 
the CTC website here . 

English Bishop to lead 
Vatican’s Congregation for 
Divine Worship 

Pope Francis has appointed 
Archbishop Arthur Roche as 
Prefect of the Holy See’s 
department for liturgy (CDW), 
making him the highest ranking 
English priest in the Vatican Curia. 
His appointment is widely seen as 
an overhaul of the office which 
oversees the practice of worship 
across the global Church. 
The former Bishop of Leeds was 
born in Batley Carr, West 
Yorkshire, England. He served as 
general secretary of the Catholic 
Bishops’ Conference of England 
and Wales in 1996, and auxiliary 
bishop of Westminster from 2001, 
before becoming bishop of Leeds, 
his home diocese. He was called to 
Rome in 2012 to be secretary of 
the CDW and now succeeds 
Cardinal Robert Sarah. 
Sources say that the English 
archbishop developed a good 
working relationship with Pope 
Francis, because of his ability at 
navigating difficult situations as 
well as his loyalty and 
commitment to the Second 
Vatican Council. 
As Prefect of the congregation, he 
may be expected to be made 
cardinal at the next consistory as 
all his predecessors have been. 

Young Catholic Adults in 
Plymouth Diocese 
A young person based in Plymouth 
has started a facebook group for 
catholics 18-35 looking for 
community in faith. 
If anyone is interested, here is the 
link to the Facebook Page 

Hail Mary? 
Catholics probably say more Hail 
Marys than any other prayer. The 
Hail Mary tells us (at minimum) 
six things about Our Lady.  There 
are three speakers, two of whom 
are found in the first chapter of St 
Luke’s Gospel, and two 
intercessions.  It’s a lot in a prayer 
which is usually said in less than 
twenty seconds. 

Inclusion 
Most parishioners will know Jo 
Blyth as the flautist in our church 
Music Group, but in this Issue’s 
Supplement Jo shares some wider 
issues arising from her work,  for 
all of us to consider.
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THE PORTICO is an independent 
publication. It does not represent any 
official RC Parish policies. All 
Information and views given are 
those of its contributors only.

Write to us at theportico@icloud.com

Grief  
(Attributed to Gwen Flowers) 

I had my own notion of grief. 
I thought it was the sad time 
That followed the death of 
someone you love. And you 
had to push through it 
To get to the other side. 
But I’m learning there is no 
other side. 
There is no pushing through. 
But rather, 
There is absorption. 
Adjustment. 
Acceptance. 
And grief is not something 
you complete 
But rather, you endure. 
Grief is not a task to finish 
And move on, 
But an element of yourself – 
An alteration of your being. 
A new way of seeing. 
A new dimension of self.

White Wisteria in Epiphany House grounds
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Inclusion  
by Jo Blyth 

I have been a speech and language therapist in the NHS for 30 years. The year I started work, 
in London, there were passionate demonstrations, in Westminster, of Disability Rights 

activists; wheelchair users chained themselves to buses.  

I wouldn’t have dreamt of going down the road to join their ranks; their cause did not seem 
connected to mine. I was interested in communication problems. 

I was a young able bodied graduate, who had chosen to work with children with cerebral palsy 
and was focused on enabling those children to make their voices heard, by becoming a dedicated 
communication partner to them. I was driven to improve their lives by helping them learn new 
skills. We had great fun; they learnt how they could convey messages successfully - and I learnt 
how much preparation was needed & how adaptable I had to be! 

The majority of children I work with today have “invisible” difficulties. They aren’t physically 
impaired but their ability to comprehend and/or express themselves is limited.  

These children cannot be held responsible for sorting out their own problems — their brains 
don’t learn like other children’s and they are not going to “catch up”.  

They need other people to give them opportunities to succeed. It’s our responsibility to ensure 
they understand the language we address to them.  So if they can’t talk in a meaningful way, we 
need to be prepared to change and give them a way to express themselves.  Their world could be 
stiflingly narrow, unless people are prepared to change for them. 

Of course, it’s not just children at nursery and school who have communication impairments. 
They grow up & still need a place in our communities. They are joined by adults who lose their 
communication skills through events such as stroke, brain degeneration, loss of hearing or 
neurological illnesses.  

Our communities, including our church family, need to be conscious that for them, we need 
to make our activities less centred solely on words, to enable these people to participate on 

equal terms. 

Jesus is The Word, but he gives us great examples of how to communicate through experience. 
He saw everything from his listeners’ perspectives & excluded no-one. 

A s the years have gone by, I have seen the social context for inclusion from a wider angle. I 
feel militant about breaking down barriers to communication and I know I’d be in there 

with the demonstrators, now, if the opportunity arose again.  

***** 

THE PORTICO SUPPLEMENT
In this occasional series, The Portico invites parishioners to share faith issues that have arisen from their 
lives and work.
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