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CAFOD’s Walk for Water 
challenge during Lent 

How are you all getting on with 
your walking targets? I confess I 
haven’t done as much as I’d hoped 
but nevertheless, I am logging my 
steps online HERE  
Many thanks to those who have 
made donations using the Truro 
CAFOD justgiving page here. So 
far we have had donations of £225. 
Samantha’s personal Walking 
for Water challenge is also going 
strong. You can still sponsor her 
by going to  Samantha's CAFOD 
Fundraising page. 

Lent Talks:  
Several really interesting and 
varied Lenten courses continue, 
see THE PORTICO 34 for details. 
These talks are coming up: 
from Edinburgh Jesuit Centre 
Tuesday, March 9, 7:30 - 8:30pm 
James Martin SJ:  
“Francis on LGBTQ+” 
Tuesday, March 16, 7:30 - 8:30pm 
Christopher Lamb:  
“Francis on Church Hierarchy”  
Facebook: Edinburgh Jesuit Centre 
ZOOM: HERE 
from The Catenians 
Thursday 11 March, 7.45 pm. 
Jenny Baker: 
“Catholic Charismatic Renewal: 
how does it fit within the Church?” 
Jenny Baker is the National 
CELEBRATE Leader. 
ZOOM: Contact Peter Kwee via 
The Portico or (07773482715) . 
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THE PORTICO

Keep in Touch 
Join our mailing list.   

Send greetings, news etc. 
WRITE to us at: 

theportico@icloud.com

Gwen Lomas, RIP 
devoted wife of Reg, died 
peacefully on the morning of 
4th March. Our prayers are for 
the gentle repose of her soul & 
for her family and friends. 


Messages 
Greetings, thanks and 
blessings from: Paul, Francis, 
Molly, Nan, Mary, Pat & Sam. 


Special thanks from Ottilia, 
who has found a house in Truro 
and hopes to move in a few 
weeks time.


Wishing Samantha good luck 
with her 10,000 steps a day for 
CAFOD - what a good effort! 
Nan 

The Fairtrade market in 
Falmouth made over £200 - 
thank you for mentioning it in 
the Portico. (Pat F) 

POPE FRANCIS MEETS GRAND AYATOLLAH 
This historic occasion yesterday 
is described by Cardinal Nicholls 
as “a unique moment, something 
that has never before happened 
in the last 1200 years history of 
Christian-Muslim relations.” 
It is perhaps significant, and 
wholly characteristic of this 
papacy, that it is captured here at 
the Ayatollah’s home as an 
encounter lacking any visual 
trappings of pomp and circumstance.

Truro Quiz: Answers

1.Richard Lander & his brother 
mapped large areas of Africa.

2.Walsingham Place was built 
in 1837 by Edmund Turner and 
John Ferris (of Ferris Town) 
3.The Coinage Hall was built 
when Truro was made a 
Stannary Town, where smelted 
tin was assayed.
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Our family in Christ 
helping each other 

07474-941099

 needs tinned fruit, 
packets of rice and 

toilet rolls

 Need help getting online? 
If anyone needs any help 
going online, using ZOOM or 
finding an online mass etc, 
SVP Truro can help 

  Truro Group

mailto:theportico@me.com
mailto:THEPORTICO@ICLOUD.COM
http://www.the-portico.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeYO84McZ1kswt0ikueTz4fsQapWsDBL5O-TCyCJmkNbl6wdQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/trurocafodgroup
https://walk.cafod.org.uk/fundraising/Samantha-Faull
https://walk.cafod.org.uk/fundraising/Samantha-Faull
https://walk.cafod.org.uk/fundraising/Samantha-Faull
https://www.facebook.com/EdinburghJesuitCentre
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2365092814
mailto:theportico@icloud.com
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Stations of the Cross:  
 All Saints Teignmouth 
Some parishioners recommend 
listening to Fr Mark Skelton’s 
informal reflections on the 
Stations of the Cross, live on 
Facebook on Sundays at 6pm. Nan 
says “He is using his poetry for the 
reflections and I found it very 
moving and helpful. If you are 
unable to watch ‘live" you can 
watch at your convenience on the 
All Saints Parish Facebook Video 
page”. 

Memoir of a Parish Treasurer 
Most Truro parishioners will not 
be aware that David Roper, 
perhaps 
uniquely in 
parish history, 
served as 
Treasurer 
under three 
parish priests. 
David was an 
early and serious victim of 
COVID-19 last year, which no 
doubt increased the urgency of 
finding a successor. In retirement 
and with time for reflection, David 
has kindly produced a candid and 
humorous look at his years in 
office, which is now issued as a 
PORTICO supplement, and well 
worth a read. 

That Obelisk! 
In the last Portico, we asked the 
whereabouts of this obelisk.  It 

stands a short walk from Penair 
School and opposite Pencalenick 
School. This 35ft tall Truro version 
of Cleopatra’s Needle has always 
been a bit of a mystery. 
For many years people thought it 
was in memory of a famous old 
stagecoach horse called Woodcock, 
which dropped dead on the road 
between Truro and Tresillian.  
Another version says that a Mr 
Vivian who lived in Old 
Pencalenick House narrowly saved 
himself from an early death by 
grabbing his mantlepiece when the 
floor in front of his living room fire 
collapsed and as a memorial to his 
escape he erected the monument. 
Thanks to Paul 
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Prayer to Saint Joseph 
(by Pope Francis)  

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, 
Spouse of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary.  
To you God entrusted his only 
Son;  
in you Mary placed her trust;  
with you Christ became man. 
Blessed Joseph, to us too, 
show yourself a father  
and guide us in the path of life.  
Obtain for us grace, mercy and 
courage,  
and defend us from every evil. 
Amen.

website: the-portico.com

Feast of St Joseph: 19 March 
“Each of us can discover in Joseph - the man who goes unnoticed, a 
daily, discreet and hidden presence - an intercessor, a support and 
a guide in times of trouble" 
In his apostolic letter declaring 
this Year of St Joseph, Pope 
Francis reveals that he prays to St 
Joseph every morning, saying of 
him: “Being a father entails 
introducing children to life and 
reality. Not holding them back, 
being overprotective or 
possessive, but rather making 
them capable of deciding for 
themselves, enjoying freedom 
and exploring new possibilities. Joseph found happiness not in 
mere self-sacrifice but in self-gift.” 
Francis holds Joseph up as a model not just for families, but for 
political leaders and priests everywhere. “Our world today needs 
fathers. It rejects those who confuse authority with 
authoritarianism, service with servility, discussion with 
oppression, charity with a welfare mentality, power with 
destruction. Every true vocation is born of the gift of oneself, which 
is the fruit of mature sacrifice.” 
Patris Corde (With a Father's Love) full text can be found here

WANTED: 
Any old, unwanted iPads, for 
an SVP project to help the 
housebound to stay in touch. 

Contact The Portico.

mailto:THEPORTICO@ICLOUD.COM
http://www.the-portico.com
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/papa-francesco-lettera-ap_20201208_patris-corde.html
https://www.facebook.com/AllSaintsTeignmouth/?ref=page_internal
https://www.facebook.com/AllSaintsTeignmouth/videos/?ref=page_internal
http://the-portico.com
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Truro Landmarks? 
Where can these commemorative 
plaques be found? Prize draw for 
correct answers to The Portico
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THE PORTICO is an independent 
publication. It does not represent any 
official RC Parish policies. All 
Information and views given are 
those of its contributors only.

Write to us at theportico@icloud.com

A parish tea party, in March. One and all, once upon a time …! 

St Piran and Our Lady of the Portal 
In this week when we celebrate the Title feast of our Church of Our 
Lady of the Portal and St. Piran, it is worth remembering the origin 
of the name.. The original dedication of the old church in Chapel 
Hill was to St Piran, alone. When we decided to embark on the 
building of a new church, Margaret Pollard discovered records of a 
mediaeval Guild of Our Lady of the Portal, one of whose functions 
was the support of a chapel and bridge at the Eastern side of Truro.   

The then Parish Priest Fr. Wilfred 
Wharton, CRL, decided to revive the 
ancient Guild, with himself as the first 
Master, having the main aim of raising 
funds for the new church. Thanks to the 
work of Mrs Pollard the Guild attracted 
membership from other Christian 
denominations and raised the money for 
today's church. The name of Our Lady of 
the Portal was then added to that of St. 
Piran. It is a unique dedication in this 
country (although there is a St. Mary in 
Portico in Campitelli, Rome, where 
prayers are said weekly for the conversion 

of Britain!) Much more historical information can be found in a 
booklet written by Margaret Pollard and Faith Godber.  Although 
membership of the Guild is in abeyance, would there be any 
interest in reviving it as focus for evangelisation to respond to the 
call of Bishop Mark in "A precious place"?   
Thanks to Tony B

Spring, at last!

a.) Truro High water mark, on  
February 2nd, 1885

b.) Truro: the first post-horse 
change for despatches from the 
Battle of Trafalgar, 21 October 1805

Guild Rule Book
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