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Wintry start in Truro 

We have started with a rather 
“chilling” new year in Cornwall. In 
full lockdown after a meteoric rise 
from Tier 1 to Tier 3, a record 2212 
COVID-19 cases were reported in 
the first week of January- and 
Truro is one of the top infection 
‘clusters’.  
Donna Birrell, familiar to many 
readers from BBC Radio Cornwall, 
is  one of many recent victims, and 
recently posted: “Unfortunately, I 
have just tested positive for Covid 

- despite being ultra cautious, 
despite doing everything right - 
and despite living in #Cornwall 
Please be careful everybody- this is 
a really sneaky virus” 

Synodality 
a new Synod in 2022 
Pope Francis has just announced a 
Synod of bishops to be convened 
in October 2022. Its theme is “For 
a synodal Church: communion, 
participation and mission”, and its 
purpose is to examine the ways in 
which the process of Synodality 
can help the Church to make 
decisions and govern itself. 
Synodality has featured very 
greatly in Pope Francis way of 
getting the church to address 
major issues during the whole of 
his eight years as pontiff, and he 
says of it that it “is very close to my 
heart: synodality is a style, it is 
walking together, and it is what 
the Lord expects of the Church in 
the third millennium”. 
The full article in Vatican News 
can be found here. 
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THE PORTICO
Messages 

Happy New Year to all from us 
at THE PORTICO  

 “you forgot to print my 
Christmas greetings! So 
Happy New Year to all, and 
here’s hoping this year is 
better than the last!” (Janet) 

“My New Year resolution: not 
to buy any clothes in my two 
favourite colours, or in man-
made fibres”. (anon) 

Xmas puzzle: Santa’s Elves
The correct answer was 2 
coins (not 1025) so no prizes! 

Events 
Evening Prayer: Mondays @6pm  
Join in live Vespers via Zoom, 
on Mondays at 6pm. All 
welcome, no experience 
necessary! E-mail to 
andrewshute@prcdtr.org.uk 

CAFOD Cornwall Deanery 

 

A CAFOD Cornwall Deanery 
Lent 2021 Meeting will be held 
on Saturday 16th January 
11am, where volunteers from 
the various parishes in 
Cornwall will be joined by 
CAFOD’s Simon Giarchi. If 
anyone is interested in coming 
along, contact John Cousins 
(or The Portico) 

Truro and the World  
Pope Francis, in his “Urbi et Orbi” address (“The City and the World”) 
at Christmas,  delivered a message to all people of goodwill, that we 
would do well to remember through this new year: 
“At this moment in history, marked by the ecological crisis and grave 
economic and social imbalances only worsened by the coronavirus 
pandemic, it is all the more important for us to acknowledge one 
another as brothers and sisters. God has made this fraternal unity 
possible, by giving us his Son Jesus. … a fraternity grounded in genuine 
love, making it possible for me to encounter others different from 
myself, feeling compassion for their sufferings, drawing near to them 
and caring for them even though they do not belong to my family, my 
ethnic group or my religion. For all their differences, they are still my 
brothers and sisters.”

(Frost on Ivy: Margaret S)

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2020-03/synod-of-bishops-to-take-up-theme-of-synodality-in-2022.html
mailto:THEPORTICO@ICLOUD.COM
http://www.the-portico.com
mailto:andrewshute@prcdtr.org.uk
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Supporting those without 
internet access. 
We know that there are people in 
the parish who don’t use email or 
FaceBook and who cannot 
livestream Mass.  Many of you are 
already looking out for them by 
keeping them close to the parish in 
other ways. 
We deliver print copies of The 
Portico to some, but if you know of 
anyone else who might like one 
too, please let us know. We 
thought they might like to get a 
letter as well, so if you know 
someone in that position who 
would like a letter, or if you would 
like to write to someone yourself, 
please contact us at The Portico. 
The SVP Truro group is trialling 
how user-friendly IT equipment 
can help people keep in touch. So 
if you know of anyone who might 
benefit, or if you have any spare 
ipads or smart devices, please 
contact the SVP as follows 
svp.truro@gmail.com or 
07474-941099 

Men’s Retreat Session 
Truro Men’s Retreat group held 
another session last Thursday via 
ZOOM, instead of the cancelled 
2020 Buckfast Retreat. 
The talk and discussion was on the 
topic “Discernment” and included 
a short, experimental interactive 
workshop on communal 
discernment, in which participants 
tried out tools and processes to 
help groups of people to discern a 
best way forward as a community.  
The men also enthusiastically 
made good use of various facilities 
for online interaction, including 
polling and whiteboards. For more 
information, contact The Portico.  

A very Parish Event 
The Annual Autumn Fair 
Older parishioners will remember 
with nostalgia the efforts we put 
into to running our Annual 
Autumn Fair.  
When we moved 
into the “new” 
Church we 
inherited a large 
debt which we 
paid off largely 
through the 
profits from the 
Fair.  For 
months 
beforehand we 
made and 
collected goods 
for sale. We 
hired the City Hall, as it then was, 
for two days.  The first day was for 
preparation when we dressed and 
stocked our stalls.  Each year we 

chose a different theme: Olde 
Tyme, Arctic, Maritime, Romany, 
Wild West etc.  Our picture shows 
a typical stall.  On Saturday there 
would be a long queue of buyers 
hoping to pick a bargain.    

One cannot help wondering what 
enterprise today would inspire the 
parish to come together with such 
enthusiasm. 
(Tony Barber) 
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The gifts of 2020 
Extract from A Poem for the season ( by Fr Mark Skelton) 
Once long ago, in times quite unlike ours, 
A couple, strangers, fearful, lost and poor, 
Had finally found shelter in a barn; 
A sanctuary of calm and what is more, 
The woman, lying on her stable bed, 
Found hope and joy that came from out of pain. 

A softly crying baby, nurtured close. 
And wondering aloud, the mother prayed. 
Now think on 2020, this year gone. 
Imagine gifts now laid before this throne. 

No vast expense or plans that take awhile, 
But phone calls, shopping offered, simple smiles. 
The shelves stacked, floors mopped, anxious foreheads cooled, 
The hospitals kept going, children schooled. 

So many ways to honour this new king; 
With gifts or prayer or songs, bright gatherings. 
With kindness, loyalty but far above 
All these, He smiles, to see your acts of love

http://www.the-portico.com
mailto:THEPORTICO@ICLOUD.COM
mailto:svp.truro@gmail.com
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More Overheard in Court: 
q: This “myasthenia gravis”... Does 

it affect your memory at all?  
a: Yes.  
q: And in what ways does it affect 

your memory?  
a: I forget.  
q: You forget. Can you give us an 

example of something that 
you've forgotten?  

q: could you see him from where 
you were standing?  

a: I could see his head.  
q: and where was his head?  
a: just above his shoulders. 
(thanks to Molly) 

Daring to dream 
It is tempting in this tenth month 
of the pandemic, to slide into 
apathy. But in his latest book, 
Pope Francis challenges us to do 
the opposite.  
Covid 19  is very immediate in our 
lives but only one of so many ills in 
our world - the extent & kind of 
deprivation and poverty people are 
living with, the true environmental 
impact of our consumption-driven 
society. Our world is in crisis. 
”In crisis, we have to choose and in 
choosing, we reveal our hearts” 
What is revealed in a crisis is what 
has to change and it is up to us to 
work for that change and make it 
happen. Caregivers “are the 
antibodies to the virus of 
indifference. They remind us that 
our lives are a gift and we grow by 
giving of ourselves, not preserving 
ourselves but losing ourselves in 
service.”  Francis asks us, not to 
sleep, but to “dare to dream”. 

The online service at noon on 18 
January will be led by our Deacon 
Andrew and Val Kincaid.
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THE PORTICO is an independent 
publication. It does not represent any 
official RC Parish policies. All 
information and views given are 
those of its contributors only.

Jenny & Peter Kwee can be 
contacted at theportico@icloud.com

Online Learning: Franciscan at Home  
With the start of a new year and a new lockdown, 
now may be a good time to consider learning 
about how to strengthen both ourselves and others 
spiritually, and the courses available on 
Franciscan at Home are a good place to 
look. 
This is the online platform of the 
Catechetical Institute of the Franciscan 
University. Plymouth is  one of over 
150 Dioceses in America and 
elsewhere, and the Parish of Our Lady 
of the Portal has signed up to 
Franciscan at Home, so the courses are 
free to parishioners. 
With a wide range of programmes 
covering among others - Catechists, 
Schools, RCIA, youth, parenting and 
pastoral accompaniment, it has 
something for almost everyone. Courses are very modular, delivered 
online so you can do them at your own pace.  
The programme does recommend having a mentor, and you can opt for 
the Diocese or Parish Priest to find you one if you like. 
Deborah van Kroonenburg our diocesan co-ordinator also advises that 
many students find meeting regularly in small groups is very helpful, 
as it provides interaction, support and structure. These can be formed 
across the diocese, within the parish, or by students themselves.  
Several parishioners have already signed up. Interested? Check out 
Franciscan at Home, contact Deborah van Kroonenburg (and/or write 
to us at THE PORTICO.)

the solitary leaf (Paul V)

mailto:theportico@icloud.com
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