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THE PORTICO

Keep in Touch 

To join our mailing list 
WRITE to us at: 

jenny.kwee@me.com

 CAFOD: It’s time to #CancelTheDebt 
Add your name to our petition to the 
Government to cancel  poor countries’ 
debt for 2020/21 

Sign the petition HERE  →
SVP Truro 

07474-941099  
For help or a chat

Congratulations! 
To Liz & family: “We have 
been really busy with 
becoming grandparents 
and a second daughter 
getting married this 
weekend!” 

To Lydia Davis: who got 
married this weekend! 

All our very best wishes to 
the above, for a wonderful 
day and a blessed and 
happy life for the 
newlyweds.  

Greetings, Thanks, 
& Blessings from: 
Angela, Helen, Andrew, Liz 

Messages 
“We are all trying to get 
back to normal now it was 
good to see 
everyone”  (Angela) 

“Since I have not been to 
the Quay or mass yet the 
photos are amazing….”  

“The  Teilhard quote says 
it all” (Andrew) 

“I have really enjoyed 
keeping in virtual contact 
even though I haven’t yet 
contributed!” (Liz) 

 helping local 
people in crisis

BRIDGING THE GAP 
In 2008, our Youth Group undertook a survey called Bridging the Gap 
which compared their experience of being teenagers with that of their 
grandparents’ generation - with interesting results. The group of five 
teenagers interviewed several Truro senior parishioners and residents, 
listening to their memories of what teenage and early adult years life 
were like. Their questions ranged across such diverse topics as leisure 
activities (ballroom dancing was popular!) transport, church-going,  
first jobs, earnings and the price of milk. Interviewees also talked about 
what they thought of teenagers in the 21st century and what advice they 
would give them now. The big changes over the past 60-80 years 
revealed by the survey caused the Youth Group to re-evaluate some of 
the freedoms they had taken for granted. The seniors, for their part, 
would have enjoyed having some of the greater choice and freedom 
teenagers have today, but wouldn’t have welcomed the additional 
pressures that teenagers face now. 

These teen parishioners were so lucky to have recovered priceless 
personal experiences and a historical context for life in our own times. 
Twelve years later, it is perhaps worth thinking how we might follow up 
on that. (p.s. One of these ‘teenagers’ is getting married this weekend!) 

(Thanks to Paul for reminding us of this Parish Youth project.)
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Novena to St Francis: For a 
World Under Threat 
This novena is a song of praise and 
penitence , produced by CAFOD, 
guiding us to care for the earth 
and for our most vulnerable sisters 
and brothers. Find it on the 
CAFOD website, HERE 

Churches Together in 
Cornwall: AGM 
Churches Together Cornwall held 
its AGM last week via ZOOM. 
Some interesting items include: 
Bishop Philip Mounstephen and 
Donna Birrell took over as Chair 
and Vice-Chair respectively.  

The Annual Report for 2019-20 is 
available on their website here:  

The CTC maintains a varied 
website with useful information 
about events and social action 
news in Cornwall, here:  

Social Action Mapping for Cornish 
Churches (SAM). Following 
interest from several and various 
quarters, the CTC has decided as a 
first priority to map faith-based 
social action projects county-wide 
and make the information widely 
available outside church circles, to 
encourage wider take-up of the 

services offered and help identify 
gaps in provision which churches 
might subsequently be able to help 
fill. Although timescales are 
uncertain, this is a welcome 
development for those who may 
feel called to be involved in 
Catholic social action in Cornwall. 
It is to be hoped that this will aid 
our own community participation 
to grow and unite with others 
across that map. 

News from Buckfast Abbey 
Readers may recall that the Truro 
Men’s Retreat at Buckfast Abbey 
has been celebrated annually for 
ten years now. Not surprisingly, 
we have now had confirmation 
that, due the current pandemic, 
they are unable to accommodate 
us in the monastery itself until 
some time next year, although 
there remains the possibility of 
alternative accommodation in 
Northgate or temporary 
arrangements at Grangemouth 
later this year. So sad …. 

Bro Daniel also writes that “Fr 
Christopher is still at Nazareth 
House Cardiff where he got 
stranded when the lockdown 
started, and caught COVID-19.  It 

has knocked him back and he still 
feels exhausted." 

Keeping in Touch 
A national Charity asking for 
donations recently costed “a 
telephone call to an elderly 
person” at £5. We don’t know how 
this figure was arrived at, but 
reflect instead that so many fellow 
parishioners have taken the time 
and effort these past 6 months to 
reach out to each other in so many 
different ways, keeping in touch 
despite the lockdown restrictions - 
Thank you all so much. How 
blessed we are as a community!
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“I know it was mandated by 
our Bishops , but I miss the 
sharing of the Sign of 
Peace during Mass. It is the 
one time in the liturgy when 
we the people turn to each 
other, in both real and 
symbolic enactment of His 
commandment and our 
mission - to extend HIs 
peace towards others. I am 
saddened by its loss, and 
hope it comes back 
soon!” (Peter) 

THE PORTICO is an independent 
publication. It does not represent any 
official RC Parish policies. All 
Information and views given are 
those of its contributors only.

Jenny & Peter Kwee can be 
contacted at jenny.kwee@me.com

Circulation: 110+

→

→

Celebrating Summer Solstice, 2019.  
With summer solstice passed and visitors flocking into Cornwall, we ask 
readers please to take precautions mindful of our own and others’ health. 
Masks in Church will become mandatory next weekend, but why wait?

→

Evening Prayers 
6pm on Monday 3 August 2020. 

Contact Dcn Andrew Shute at 
andrew.Shute@prcdtr.org.uk for 
joining instructions.
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